262                      MAEIE ANTOINETTE.

On the right of the marble staircase was a door
leading to Marie Antoinette's apartments: first, is
the hall of the Guards; the first ante-chamber, called
also the drawing-room of the Grand Couvert; the sec-
ond ante-chamber, called the Queen's drawing-room;
then her bedroom.

The marble staircase was defended by only two
men of the Hundred Swiss Guards. The crowd
mounted the staircase, and one of the body-guard,
M. Miomandre de Sainte-Marie, went down three or
four steps, saying, " My friends, you love your King,
and you come to disturb him in his palace." The
rioters sprang on this loyal servant, and nearly killed
him. Then the body-guards, seeing that they could
not withstand the onslaught, took refuge, some in the
great hall of the Guards, the others in the hall of
the King's Guards. At the same moment the door
between the marble staircase and the hall of the
Queen's Guards was burst open, and the rioters
rushed in, calling for the death of Marie Antoinette.
One of the guards on duty as sentinel before the
door of the first ante-chamber, M. de Varicourt, was
struck from behind, and fell bleeding; the crowd
seized him, hustled him down the staircase, and
dragged him through the Princes' Gate into the
Ministers' Courtyard. He was still living, and strug-
gling with his assassins, when Jourdan, the ragpicker,
ran up, and with his axe, still dripping with the blood
of M. Deshuttes, cut off his head.

Another one of the guard, M. du Repaire, took M*